
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
   

Conflict Resolution Career Panel   

Lionel Beehner, PhD, is a 2002 graduate (MIA) of Columbia University's 
SIPA. He is currently an International Affairs Fellow at the Council on Foreign 
Relations. For his CFR Fellowship, Dr. Beehner is working on issues related to 
technology, peace and security at the United Nations Department of Peace 
Operations, where he is assisting on a new UN task force on hate speech. 
Prior to CFR, he worked as Research Director of the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point’s Modern War Institute, an Assistant Professor in its Department of 
Defense & Strategic Studies. His research focuses on civil-military relations 
and military interventions.  
 
He is coeditor of the forthcoming edited volume, Blurred Lines: Civil-Military 
Relations and Modern War (Oxford University Press 2020), and holds a PhD in 
political science from Yale University, where his dissertation explored 
militarized societies and norms on the cross-border uses of force. He is a 
regular columnist of foreign affairs at USA Today, where he is a member of its 
Board of Contributors and is a regular book reviewer at The Journal of Politics 
and Parameters. His research and writing have also appeared in The Journal 
of Strategic Security, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, Security Studies, 
Washington Post, The New Republic, Slate, The Atlantic Monthly, The Hill, 
The Diplomat, and a number of other publications, both popular and peer-
reviewed. His 2018 article, “The Logic of Siege Warfare in 
Counterinsurgencies,” won Parameters’ Elihu Root Award for Best Essay by 
the US Army War College. Prior to Yale, he worked as a contributing writer for 
The New York Times, and as a Senior Writer at the Council on Foreign 
Relations, where he was also a Term Member. 
 

Gabriella Ginsberg-Fletcher was born in Jerusalem, and obtained an 
international and multicultural education growing up between Jerusalem and 
Geneva. She served as a Lieutenant in the IDF before coming to New York in 
2014.   She earned a BA from Columbia's School of General Studies (GS) 
majoring in sustainable development, and was accepted to SIPA's 5 year 
program, where she specialized in EPD- ICR. During her time at Columbia 
she gained experience in a variety of different settings. Most recently she 
completed a field placement with UN Women in Timor-Leste, working on 
Women Peace & Security issues, and an internship with the UN’s Office of 
Peace Operations in NYC, at the Disarmament Demobilization and 
Reintegration (DDR) section.  She graduated from SIPA in May 2019 and 
currently works in NY for a tech company called Dataminr; managing their 
Public-Private Partnership with the UN. She is also a New York based fellow 
for the bi-national peacebuilding organization "Combatants for Peace." Next, 
she will be joining the UN Peacekeeping mission in the DRC (MONUSCO) as 
a UN Volunteer. 
 

Sandra Paunksniene is the Assistant Director for the Historical Dialogue and 
Accountability (AHDA) program at the Institute for the Study of Human Rights, 
Columbia University. Sandra worked as a diplomat (EU, UN and the Council 
of Europe), advocacy consultant with non-governmental organizations (such 
as, International NGO Council on Violence against Children) and officer with 
Human Rights and Humanitarian Policy concentration at SIPA. Sandra holds 
Master’s degrees in Organizational Psychology and Negotiations and Conflict 
Resolution. 



 

 

 

 

  

Daniel Forti is a Policy Analyst at IPI’s Brian Urquhart Center for Peace 
Operations. His current work focuses on issues related to peace operations 
and partnerships between the United Nations and the African Union. Daniel 
joined IPI in June 2018. 
 
Daniel previously worked for the African Centre for the Constructive 
Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD), serving as a Researcher in the Office of 
the Executive Director from 2012-2016. His research focused broadly on 
African political conflicts, with specific interests in mediation and peace 
processes, multilateral peace operations, and social cohesion in South Africa. 
Daniel also served on the secretariat appointed to the Special Reference 
Group on Migration and Community Integration in KwaZulu-Natal, an 
independent commission led by Judge Navi Pillay, former UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. Daniel holds a Masters of International 
Affairs degree from Columbia University’s School of International and Public 
Affairs (SIPA). 
 

Kimberly Brody Hart is Senior Manager for Global Affairs and Partnerships at 
Search for Common Ground, an international conflict transformation NGO 
working in 43 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle East, South 
America and the United States. She manages Search’s global partnerships 
with governments, NGOs, international organizations, and the private sector, 
including through project design and implementation as well as policy 
advocacy. Prior to her time at Search, she worked at Freedom House, where 
she focused on on transitional justice and atrocity prevention. Kim holds a MSc 
from the London School of Economics in Human Rights and BAs from Cornell 
University in History and Government.  
 

Ola Mohajer is a Program Manager at the U.S. Institute of Peace where she is 
responsible for the operational and strategic oversight of programming in Sudan 
and South Sudan. Previously, she was a Senior Policy Advisor in the Ontario 
Public Service. There, she led a team towards the development of an evidence-
base and strategy on international trade in services to support government 
decision making and program and policy developments. She also led and grew 
a program that released government data and information for the benefit of 
economic, technological, and social outcomes. 
 
Prior to joining government, Ola was a consultant in Jordan for a joint ILO/IFC 
program. Her research identified barriers to workforce inclusion for Syrian 
refugees living in Jordan as it related to provisions under a trade agreement. 
The early days of Ola's career began as a Coordination Support Officer for the 
United Nations Resident Coordinator's Office in Zimbabwe where she tracked 
and measured results under the 2012-2015 Zimbabwe UN Development 
Assistance Framework.  
 
Ola holds a Master of International Affairs from Columbia SIPA in Economic and 
Political Development with a double specialization in International Conflict 
Resolution and UN Studies. 
 


